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Zwingle, a country priest at Glarus; Calvin, the son of
a bourgeois of Noyon in Picardy.

The revolt began over a secondary question. Leo
X., having need of money in order to build the church
of Saint Peter, had sent some Dominicans into Ger-
many charged with giving indulgences to the faithful
who would aid in the construction of the church by
giving their pence for this purpose. That one could
gain indulgences through good works was not a nov-
elty. But this time the concession of the indulgences
resembled a public sale and caused a great scandal. A
nobleman in the city of Berne bought indulgences for
himself and his squires, giving as recompense a gray
horse; the town of Aarburg bought indulgences for
all its citizens, living or dead. Luther attacked this
sale as being contrary to Scripture. The pope sus-
tained his envoy, and censured the opinions of Luther.
A conflict ensued under the form of theological contro-
versies in Latin. It seems that Luther, who did not
at fir,st intend to break with the pope, accustomed
himself to this idea during the course of the dispute;
finally he made an appeal in writing to the laity of
Germany, and this was in German. Many nobles and
princes sustained him, and they began openly to preach
against the pope and the clergy.

Luther admitted the rupture between himself and
the pope by publicly burning the pope's bull

The example set at Wittenberg was followed in a
great number of towns.

It was a fear of the last judgment that especially
animated Luther. "These words, the justice of God,
were/' said he, "like the voice of thunder in my con-